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ABSTRACT:  
Effective research development is no doubt 
information driven and ARAC library 
remains the place to easily access 
accurate and reliable information. There 
is an urgent need to acquire and maintain 
its information resources in order to 
provide globally acceptable information. 
The production of validated research 
literatures by ARAC staff goes to show 
that the library has made itself relevant to 
scientist in achieving their mandate to 
ARAC. This Paper examines the resources 
and services rendered by the African 
Regional Aquaculture Centre library in 
meeting the needs of research Scientist, 
students and stakeholders in Aquaculture 
practice in the Niger Delta Nigeria. It 
describes the establishment of TEEAL and 
OARE service within the library and 
examines the research interest of scientist 
and library users with emphasis on their 
research areas.  
Keywords: TEEAL, OARE, Aquaculture, 
Current Awareness  
 
INTRODUCTION: 
According to Galinski, C. (1982) 
Information comprises all the result of 
human knowledge and scientific research, 
According Wali, M.H(1992), no sector of 
any economy can make meaningful 
contribution to growth without access to 
information resources and services. 
Information resources are a basic catalyst 
to every developmental process, be it 
technology, agriculture; aquaculture, social 
sciences or political development. Marian 
Jiage (2008). The success to achieving 
validated and internationally acceptable 
publication can only be achieved, when 
information is made available to scientists 
who are the primary producer of journal 
and grey literatures. 
The library remains one of the accessible 
places, where information resources and 
services can be obtained, in order to 
provide the right information, at the 
appropriate time, The library information 
resources are the part way to enhancing 
research productivity and knowledge 
sharing among scientist.  
According to Abraham, U (2004) 
Librarian must drift from the traditional 
method of acquiring and disseminating 
information to a more technological 
advanced access of knowledge 
management and sharing of information 
Collection development policies must be 
tailoring to meet the information need of 
research scientist in order to access and 
support disseminating of relevant 
literatures. Ahiauzu B. (2003). 
This paper intended to highlight the impact 
the provision of adequate information; 
resources and services may have on the 
production of research articles  
 
Background Information Of ARAC 
Library 
The African Regional Aquaculture Center 
library is located in Omuihuuechi Aluu, 
Ikwerre Local Government of Rivers 
State. ARAC Library is a special Library 
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established in 1987 to support the needs of 
scientist and technologist in Aluu and 
Buguma (in Asari-Toru Local Government 
Area of Rivers State). The mandate of 
ARAC is to provide multidisciplinary 
training for senior aquaculture personnel in 
Nigerian by applying system oriented 
research in brackish and fresh water 
aquaculture.  
 
MATERIALS AND METHOD. 
Data generated for this paper was collected 
from library records on circulation, 
registration of user and catalogue 
collection.  A questioner was designed to 
determine number of publication generated 
by research scientist donated to us as 
reprints in the library. 
 
ARAC Library Collection 
For a research institute library to perform 
its functions effectively, it collection 
development must include journals, books, 
newspapers, reference materials, theses 
and dissertations, full access to Internet 
services and C.D Rom, Aina, L.O (2003).
 
 
TABLE 1: ANAYSIS OF COLLECTION 
Type of materials  Number of Title Volume or 
Number of article 
Percentage  
International Journals 38 2400 0.02 
Local j. and tech. Papers   62 210 0.01 
Reprint Articles 2752 2752 0.01 
Books / Reference material 230 245 0.01 
Bibliography & Abstracts   325 386 0.01 
These and dissertations  508 508 0.01 
TEEAL publications 1 165,000 1.62 
Newspapers  2 3,500 0.03 
Internet and OARE Services 2 Over 1,000,000 98.23 
Total   10175001  
 
Table 1:  Shows that the highest access to 
ARAC library information is from the 
Internet with 98.23%. This Internet service 
with the installation of TEEAL and OARE 
has made information retrieval easy. 
Dissemination of information covers 
articles on aquaculture and fisheries 
1.62%. The library’s strongest collection 
on the shelf is the reprint article 0.02% 
.This reprints are articles  received from 
scientist in and out side Nigeria. Materials 
were acquired over the years by soliciting 
for published and grey literatures from 
authors whose journals we can not afford 
to buy. 
Most of materials acquired for the library 
were received as gift, donation from 
F.A.O, ICLARM, Centre for Technical 
Agriculture and Rural Cooperation, World 
Fish Centre, and Technical Papers of 
aquaculture and fisheries institutions.
 
 
Table 2: Analysis of reprints submitted to the library 
Reprints Number of Article Percentage 
Total number of Reprints 2752 100 
Number of reprints produced by scientist in ARAC 480 17.4 
 
Scientist in ARAC are encourage to 
deposit copies of their validated research 
works published in local and international 
journals including theses and dissertations 
from post graduate students who have used 
the library for their research. 
Table 2 shows that 17.44186% of the total 
number of reprints was deposited over the 
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years in library by scientist. The reprint 
collection have helped in making the 
ARAC library rich in information relevant 
in aquaculture practice. 
  
FIG 1: USERS CATEGORIES.  
126 618 1228 350      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 1 shows that between 1999-2010 a 
total of 2322 persons used the library. 53% 
of these persons were undergraduate 
students on industrial training attachment 
from the universities of Uyo, Benin, 
Calabar, Owerri, Port Harcourt and 
Science and Technology University in 
Rivers State. Post-graduate students and 
staff who utilized the library facilities were 
27%. Registration of ARAC staff is on 
yearly basis and the staff who registered 
are about 15%. Staff use the library for to 
seek information in their research areas 
and read newspapers and magazine.  
 
Library Services  
The most important function of the ARAC 
Library is to meet the needs of scientists in 
other to help them carry out their research 
works. The library carries out on-line 
Internet search depending on relevant 
search question presented by users for the 
week. The library is registered into the 
On-line Access to Research in the 
Environment (OARE) and it has installed 
the compact drive for information on 
agriculture, known as TEEAL. 
TEEAL is THE ESSENTIAL Electronic 
Agriculture Library with 149 international 
peer reviewed journals from 60 major 
publishers. Users can browse the content 
of each journal issue or search the citation 
database. A list of 650,000 articles is 
available in this small hard drive. Subject 
area covered in TEEAL includes, 
biotechnology agriculture, natural 
resources, microbiology, plant breeding, 
genetics soil sciences, nutrient and food 
science, entomology and agricultural 
engineering. The library has the 1990-
2008 versions. www.teeal.org 
OARE is an On-line access to research in 
the Environment, with its web site, as 
www.oarescience.org. Over 1,300 
scientific peer reviewed titles can be 
viewed on this website, if your institution 
is registered, an institutional password is 
issued to the library to enable users have 
access. www.oarescience.org 
The Library provides (SDI) Selective 
Dissemination of the Information by 
alerting users through e-mail or text 
messages of papers relevant to their 
research. The library has interlibrary 
relationship with University of Port 
Harcourt and Rivers State University of 
Science and Technology. 
 
 
             KEYS 
Under graduate 
 
Post graduate / ARAC P.G.D Students 
 
Fish Farmers 
 
Research Scientist and Technologist  
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Fig 2: Research Interest of users to ARAC Library from 1990-2009 
            Research Topics                    Number      % 
RESEARCH INTEREST OF USERS IN 
ARAC LIBRARY
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The search interest of user in the library 
influences the type of publication that will 
be produced, Allcock, S.L. (1989). 
Research literatures utilized in the library 
are in the areas of aquaculture general 
information 5.48%, Feed formulation and 
nutrition 15.86%, Fish seed propagation 
30.49% and the propagation of Clarias 
gariepinus and Tilapia species in fresh and 
brackish water environment 8.46% and 
4.07% respectively. 
 
DISCUSSION 
FIG 1 shows that the collection of material 
within the library is rich and current with 
the installation of OARE and TEEAL. 
These packages have over 160,000 articles 
which have improved access to library 
collection. Initially, the library core 
materials were the reprint with 2,752 
articles and journals 2,610 both 
international and local. 
FIG 2 shows level of registration of users 
to the library registration of undergraduate 
students top first, while students and staff 
from other institution and universities 
numbered (618). This is followed by 
registration of ARAC staff and scientist. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
ARAC library is tailored towards 
achieving the mandate of the African 
Regional Aquaculture Centre. The library 
has imparted positively to research and 
development, measured by the category of 
users and production of scientific articles 
produced by research scientist. It is well 
known fact that one of the major 
constraints in keeping abreast with trends 
in aquaculture knowledge is the lack of 
literatures. Ezenwa B.I.O (1994) with the 
installation of OARE, TEEAL and Internet 
services this gap has been bridged.  
Services provided by the library have 
made access to information effective and 
readily accessible. The librarians dream is 
to continually serve its numerous clients 
through exchange and networking with 
other sister institutions by developing an 
inter library cooperation with them. 
The library has planned in the near future 
to record in readable machine all titles of 
584 Cliffe, P & Ansa E. FISON EKO 2010 
 
ISSN: 1117-3149 PROCEEDINGS OF FISHERIES SOCIETY OF NIGERIA (FISON) ASCON, BADAGRY 25th-29th OCTOBER 2010 FSN-PW 0001 
books, journal and reprints articles 
contained in the library and to develop 
cooperation of sharing knowledge 
available in fisheries and aquaculture with 
sister institutions.   
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